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RELEASED:  June 30, 2016 

 

Corn Acres Up and Soybean Acres Down from 2015 
 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service 

(NASS) released its findings today from the June Agricultural Survey conducted earlier this month. 

The survey queried nearly 2,600 farms across Kentucky to determine crop acreage for 2016. 

 

“We found the number of acres of corn planted increased seven percent from 2015,” said David 

Knopf, director of the NASS Eastern Mountain Regional Office in Kentucky. “Acres of soybeans 

planted was down slightly from last year, but still came in at the second largest number we’ve 

seen.” 

 

Acreage planted to corn in Kentucky was estimated at 1.50 million acres, up 100,000 acres from 

2015. The U.S. corn planted for all purposes in 2016 was estimated at 94.1 million acres, up 

7 percent from last year. This represents the third highest planted acreage in the United States since 

1944.  

 

Soybeans planted in Kentucky were estimated at 1.80 million acres, down 40,000 acres from 2015. 

U.S. soybean planted area for 2016 was estimated at a record high 83.7 million acres, up 1 percent 

from last year.  

 

Farmers in Kentucky intend to set an estimated 57,000 acres of burley tobacco for harvest, down 

1,000 from 2015. Dark fire-cured tobacco acreage set was estimated at 9,500 acres, and dark air-

cured tobacco acreage was estimated at 4,700 acres. Burley producing states acreage for harvest 

was estimated at 75,900 acres, 4 percent below last year. 

 

Winter wheat seeded acreage in Kentucky was estimated at 540,000 acres. Acreage harvested for 

grain was estimated at 410,000 acres, 30,000 acres below 2015. The U.S. Winter wheat planted area 

was estimated at 36.5 million acres, down 7 percent from 2015. Area harvested for grain was 

forecast at 30.2 million acres, down 6 percent from last year.  

 

Alfalfa hay acreage in Kentucky was estimated at 160,000 acres, down 10,000 from the 2015 crop. 

All other hay was estimated at 2.20 million acres, unchanged from a year ago. The U.S. All hay 

acreage was estimated at 56.1 million acres, up 3 percent from 2015. 

 

“We work to provide accurate, timely and useful data to the agricultural community,” Knopf said. 

“We couldn’t do that without our farmers, so credit for the acreage data goes to the farm operators 

who responded to the June Agricultural Survey. These data are important to them as they make 

marketing plans, and to those agribusinesses who supply their inputs.” 

 

See Page 2 for chart:  Planted and Harvested Acres, June 2016 – Kentucky and United States. 
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Planted and Harvested Acres, June 2016 - Kentucky and United States 

 

Kentucky United States 

Planted 1 Harvested Planted 1 Harvested 

2015 2016 2015 2016 2 2015 2016 2015 2016 2 

 
(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

         

Corn 

Soybeans 

Wheat, Winter 3 

Hay: 

          All 

          Alfalfa 

          Other, All 

1,400 

1,840 

560 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

1,500 

1,800 

540 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

1,310 

1,810 

440 

 

2,370 

170 

2,200 

1,410 

1,790 

410 

 

2,360 

160 

2,200 

87,999 

82,650 

39,461 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

94,148 

83,688 

36,538 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

80,749 

81,814 

32,257 

 

54,437 

17,778 

36,659 

86,550 

83,037 

30,176 

 

56,127 

18,065 

38,062 

 (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) 

Tobacco: 

          All 

          Burley 

          Dark Fire-Cured 

          Dark Air-Cured 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

72,900 

58,000 

9,900 

5,000 

 

71,200 

57,000 

9,500 

4,700 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

328,650 

78,900 

17,850 

6,200 

 

311,150 

75,900 

17,150 

5,900 
 1 Commodities with planted estimates not available are (denoted by "--"). 2 Forecasted. 3 Includes area planted in preceding fall. 

 


